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< STAFF 


On our story about faculty being advised to 
not require doctor’s notes for the flu, Face- 
book user Rebecca Rodriguez commented, 
“Hopefully teachers listen. So many won't 
allow missing any assignment or class unless 
youre basically dying.” See more on page Y, and let us 
know what you think at Facebook.com/State Hornet 





Sacramento State experienced a campus-wide 
power outage at 8:20 a.m. on Monday, the 
first day of instruction for the spring semester. 
Though most of campus regained power eight 
minutes later, Del Norte Hall and River Front 
Center remained closed and without electricity. Follow @ 
TheStateHornet on Twitter for more live coverage of news 





and events on campus. 


To wrap up the fall 2017 semester, we asked 
Sac State students to grade Ramona Lot, the 
dirt parking lot near Power Inn Road that 
was offered by University ‘Transportation and 
Parking Services (UTAPS) as an alternative to 
combat campus congestion during Parking Structure V’s 
construction. Go to You Tube.com/StateHornet to watch 
this video and others. 





< NEWS IN BRIEF 


ABORTION PILL ACCESS: A Califor- 
nia State Senate bill would require health 
centers at the California State University 
and University of California systems to 
provide “non-surgical abortion services” 
to their students. SB 320, introduced by 
Connie Leyva, D-Chino, would mandate 
this service by 2022. Medication abortion 
requires both mifepristone and misopros- 
tol and can be taken by women who are 
up to 10 weeks pregnant. 


To stay up to date with news, 
go to statehornet.com/news 





EDITOR-IN-CHIEF SPORTS EDITOR FACULTY ADVISER CORRECTIONS 
Barbara Harvey Angel Guerrero Stu VanAirsdale 

editor@statehornet.com sports@statehornet.com stvcsus@gmail.com 

MANAGING EDITOR CULTURE EDITOR ADVERTISING In Volume 72, Issue 14 of The State Hornet, there are no 
Claire Morgan Khanlin Rodgers INQUIRIES corrections listed. 
editor@statehornet.com culture@statehornet.com ads@statehornet.com 


DIGITAL EDITOR OPINION EDITOR 
Will Moon Kameron Schmid 
digital@statehornet.com opinion@statehornet.com 
NEWS EDITOR VISUAL EDITOR Cover by Emily Rabasto 
Thomas Frey Emily Rabasto 
news@statehornet.com photo@statehornet.com 
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MICHAEL ZHANG - The State Hornet 


At a press conference Jan. 10, Gov. Jerry Brown proposed a $92.1 million increase in funding for the CSU system — far short of the $263 million the CSU Board of Trustees requested. 


FUNDING GAP COULD LEAD TO TUITION HIKE 


GOVERNOR’S BUDGET PROPOSAL FALLS $170.9 MILLION SHORT OF CSU REQUEST 


Thomas Frey 
@ ThomaskreyRP 





A $170.9 million funding gap 
between California Gov. Jerry 
Brown’s proposed 2018-2019 
budget and the California State 
University Board of ‘Irustees’ 
budget may lead to more pro- 
spective students being turned 
away, not enough staff and a $228 
increase in tuition per semester. 


The CSU Board of ‘Trustees 


requested an increase in funding 
of $263 million, but at his budget 
press conference Jan. 10, Brown 
proposed a $92.1 million increase 
in funding for the system. 

“This is a clear message that 
investing in our students is not 
a priority,” said Margarita Ber- 
ta-Avila, the president of the 
Capitol Chapter of the California 
Faculty Association and a profes- 
sor of education at Sacramento 
State. “It’s disappointing.” 

Kevin Wehr, the secretary of 


the Capitol Chapter of the CFA 
and a professor of sociology at 
Sac State, said that the $92.1 mil- 
lion would barely pay the increas- 
es in mandatory costs and that the 
point of the CSU system is to al- 
low all students who are qualified 
to be admitted to school and go 
affordably. 

Last year, the board asked 
for $324.9 million and received 
$177.2 million. The gap this year 


1s even larger. 


The board asked for $263 


million more this year because it 
wanted to put $75 million toward 
the graduation initiative, $122.1 
million toward compensation in- 
creases, $39.9 million toward a 
| percent increase in enrollment, 
$15 million toward academic 
facilities and infrastructure and 
$30.9 million toward mandatory 
costs. 

The total increase in budget 
would be $282.9 million because 
of an additional $19.9 million 


the school will get from tuition 


revenue, according to Elizabeth 
Chapin, manager of CSU public 
affairs. 

In the 2016-2017 academic 
year, 31,400 students who fulfilled 
the qualifications to enter were 
denied access to the CSU, accord- 
ing to the CFA. 

“T am still in shock with how 
many qualified students we turn 
away every year,” Sac State Pres- 
ident Robert Nelsen said in his 
spring address ‘Thursday. “I of- 
ten wonder how many of those 
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"This is a clear message that 
investing in our students is not a priority.” 


- Margarita Berta-Avila 
President of the Capitol Chapter of the Calforna 


Faculty Association and Sacramento State professor 





applicants end up in the military 
or in low-paying jobs all because 
of an enrollment cap that shatters 
so many American dreams of ob- 
taining a higher education.” 

Nelsen said that by 2030, Cal- 
ifornia’s economy will need more 
than 1.1 million graduates who 
have bachelor’s degrees than the 
state’s universities are projected to 
oraduate over the next 12 years. 

“T think the impact of turning 
away students is the impact on the 
region,” Berta-Avila said. “CSUs 
are known to prepare students on 
being future engineers, counsel- 
ors, et cetera. Lo turn away stu- 
dents depletes communities.” 

The CFA said in a statement 
that three out of four CSU stu- 
dents are working at least 20 
hours a week and Berta-Avila said 
that Brown’s proposal could lead 
to students working more and po- 
tentially dropping out of school 
because of the rise in tuition. She 
said she notices the ramifications 
of tuition hikes because students 
have to work too much and are 
less attentive and more tired in 
class. 

The $228 tuition increase 
could come to fruition in the Fall 
2018 semester unless the CSU 
system is given the $263 million 
increase, according to Chapin, 
who said the CSUs must look at 
other options to fund the gap. 

Jorge Quintana, an intern with 
the CFA and a fourth year ethnic 
studies and English major at Sac 
State, said he joined the CFA to 
help fight not just for his tuition, 
but for his sister, who is a fresh- 
man, and his other siblings, so 
they don’t have to pay a fortune 


to go to school. 

“Jerry Brown, we need you 
to fully fund the CSU system,” 
Quintana said. 

CFA posters draw a connec- 
tion between increased numbers 
of racial and ethnic minorities 
attending the CSU and decreased 
funding per student from the state. 

Wehr said that when the CSU 
system started, it was mostly com- 
prised of white males, a lot of 
whom were coming out of the 
war on the G.I. Bill of Rights. 
As time went on, schools became 
more diverse and funding fell. 

' “As the students got darker, the 
funding got lighter,” an unnamed 
CSU professor said in “Equity In- 
terrupted,” a 2017 CEA report. 

Brown’s proposal isn’t the final 
word on CSU funding, ‘The CFA 
plans to lobby the legislature for 
more funding. 

A revised budget proposal will 
be put out*in May after Brown 
sees the final tax revenues he will 
have to work with. Then in June, 
Brown will make his final deci- 
sion, which will take effect on July 
is 

“Additional investment in the 
CSU and public higher educa- 
tion is both warranted and nec- 
essary — providing a return on 
public investment many times 
over,” CSU Chancellor ‘Timothy 
P. White said in a press release. 
“Over the coming months, we 
will take every opportunity to re- 
inforce to the governor, Depart- 
ment of Finance and legislature 
that additional investment in the 
California State University is an 
investment in California’s future.” 
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CSU FUND 
BREAKDO 


if ationted, Gov. Jerry Brown's proposed budget would only increase funding over 
this year by $92.1 million, but the hoard of trustees wants $282.9 million more for 






| the 2018-2019 school year. What does the hoard want the extra cash for? 
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The California State University Board of Trustees may raise tuition 









(€ Are you fine with paying 
more tuition to pay for 
Graduation Initiative 2025? »» 








by $228 per semester unless the legislature fills a $170.9 million 


funding shortfall. $75 million of the funding shortfall is to fund a are 
John Ferrannini 


Qjferrnews 


#SacStateSays 


graduation initiative. Tell us what you think by using #SacState- 


Says on any social media platform. 





“| honestly don’t want 
to see an increase in 
tuition because we pay 


“| think it's pretty ironic. 


“I'm fine with that. If My friends and | work 


No. The tuition has been students get out more 





enough as it is. | want 
more of an explanation 
from them about what 
way they've discov- 
ered to speed up the 
(graduation) process.” 


- Ramon Juarez 
History 


rising lately, so it’s seen 

as less affordable to go 

to college. It’s like only 
certain people can go. It 
excludes some students.” 


- Ale Quezada 


Brological sciences 





“I'm okay with it. Who 
doesn’t want to get out 
as quickly as possible? 


- Adin Trujillo 
Kineswology 





quickly, we will pay 
less in the long run.” 


- Edwin Perez 
Computer science 





multiple jobs just to have 
enough to drive here. It’s 
stupid to have an added 
cost to our tuition to en- 
courage us to graduate.” 


- Ariella Appleby 
Psychology 
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Sac State President Robert Nelsen, left, and ASI President Mia Kagianas expressed disappointment with Gov. Jerry Brown's funding proposals for the CSU system. 


BUDGET CONCERNS HIGHLIGHTED AT SPRING ADDRESS 
NELSEN: CA IS‘DIVESTING FROM SACRED RESPONSIBILITY TO EDUCATE ITS POPULACE 


Dayla Cook 
@daylapearl 





Students, faculty and ad- 
ministrators gathered ‘Thursday 
for Sacramento State President 
Robert Nelsen’s annual spring 
address, in which Nelsen covered 
several topics including the chal- 
lenges facing the California Mas- 
ter Plan for Higher Education, 
the impact of the governor’s pro- 
posed 2018-2019 budget and the 
development of the university’s 
new strategic plan. 


According-to-Nelsen, the -Cal- 


ifornia Master Plan for Higher 
Education, created in 1960, 1s 
outdated and imperfect. While 
the California State University 
system is supposed to admit the 
top third of all high school gradu- 
ates, many universities, including 
Sac State, cannot admit all the 
qualified students who apply. 
Nelsen noted that the Master 
Plan must be revisited and mod- 
ernized in order to make higher 
education available to all students. 
“The California Master Plan 
for Higher Education may be 
broken but our mission to serve 
students, to help students rise up 


economically, to serve underrep- 
resented minorities, to close the 
achievement gap, and to create 
California’s workforce — to edu- 
cate society — will never change,” 
Nelsen said. 

In addition to the Master Plan, 
Nelsen discussed his displeasure 
toward the governor’s proposed 
budget for the 2018-2019 aca- 
demic year. According to Nelsen, 
the proposal suggested $10 mil- 
lion less than what the governor’s 
administration led the Chancel- 
lor’s Office and Board of ‘Trust- 
ees to believe was coming just a 
few weeks prior and a gap which 


could see tuition raised for CSU 
students by $228 per semester. 

“The State of California is 
clearly divesting from its sacred 
responsibility to educate its pop- 
ulace,” Nelsen said. 

Associated Students, Inc. Pres- 
ident Mia Kagianas said that ASI 
would be lobbying to close the 
funding gap. 

“You can bet that Associat- 
ed Students Inc. at Sacramento 
State will, yet again, step up to 
plate alongside the California 
State Student Association to en- 
sure that higher education is not a 
small red-line item on budget or a 


cash cow to bet against the family 
farm,” Kagianas said. “It is not 
only imperative to the well-being 
of California, but it is a tool to 
help real people pursue a higher 
quality of life.” 

Kagianas delivered a speech 
about students, community and 


ASI’s commitment to being 
“caring people caring for other 
people.” 


“We invest the time into what 
we value and what we value is the 
student experience,’ Kagianas 
said. 
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Clockwise from left: Parking Structure V is under construction and scheduled to open in March. Science II is expected to be completed in the Fall 2019 semester and The University Union 
is expected to be completed during the Fall of 2018 semester. 





PARKING STRUCTURE V DELAYED 


MORE PARKING IS ON THE WAY, BUT STUDENTS WILL HAVE TO WAIT A BIT LONGER FOR IT 


Thomas Frey 
@ ThomasFreyRP 


For at least the first two months 
of school this semester, Parking 
Structure V will remain under 
construction. The construction 
was delayed last semester and 
is now projected to be complet- 
ed in March according to ‘Tania 
Nunez, an administrator in facil- 
ities management. | 

The parking structure began 
construction at the end of the 
Spring 2017 semester and was 
originally going to open at the be- 


ginning of this semester. 

Contractor Clark Pacific is 
contracted through mid-to-late 
April, according to Nunez, who 
anticipates the project being done 
before the contract expires. 

“A lot depends on weather co- 
operating with us,” Nunez said. 
“You need good weather to pour 
concrete so we are hoping that 
weather stays at bay and they 
can get that finished up. We don’t 
have an exact date set yet.” 

Next to Parking Structure V 
will be a welcome center which 
is projected to begin construction 
this fall and be open for the fall 


2019 semester. 

University ‘Transportation and 
Parking Services (UTAPS) will 
move to the welcome center from 
Folsom Hall, which is about a 
mile from campus. 

“Instead of being all the way 
over in Folsom, they will now be 
here on campus which will make 
it a lot easier for students, faculty 
and staff to get parking permits 
and deal with citations and things 
like that,” Nunez said. 

The building will be where 
campus tours will begin, where 
visitors can get general informa- 
tion about the campus, and where 


the university will hold press con- 
ferences, according to Nunez. 

Nunez said that the construc- 
tion at the University Union is 
projected to end either in Octo- 
ber or November. She said that 
Science IJ is still on track to open 
on time for the Fall 2019 semester. 

The Union will open up with 
a new third floor that will include 
conference spaces and more spots 
to study, eat and get coffee. 

While construction goes on at 
the University Union and Science 
II, the walkway between them on 
Jed Smith Drive that led students 
to walk quickly from ‘The Hornet 


Bookstore to Santa Clara Hall 
will remain closed until at least 
the end of this semester, accord- 
ing to Nunez. 

“We were trying to keep the 
pathway open and we just de- 
termined that it is to dangerous 
to send pedestrians into a con- 
struction site,” Nunez said. “We 
just decided that would be really 
dangerous (to keep it open) and 
not a smart thing to do, so we just 
closed it off entirely.” 

She said that once the Union 
is close to being completed, the 
pathway may be opened up again. 
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Faculty are being told by Student Health and Counseling Services (SHCS) to let students miss class for the flu without a doctor's note in light of the severity of this years virus. 


NO DOCTOR’S NOTE NEEDED FOR FLU ABSENCE 


STUDENT HEALTH AND COUNSELING SERVICES URGE FACULTY TO MAKE ACCOMODATIONS 


Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 





Faculty are being asked to 
make several classroom accom- 
modations in light of this year’s 
flu epidemic, according to a list of 
directives sent to faculty by Sacra- 
mento State Student Health and 
Counseling Services (SHCS). 

Faculty are being told to allow 
students to miss time even with- 
out a doctor’s note because it will 
“limit unnecessary exposure to 
students.” 

“It would be kind of crazy to 


ask every person who actually 
has gotten the flu to get all that 
paperwork,” science 


major Jovani Pena said. “Some 


computer 


people will take advantage of it, 
but it is just something that has to 
happen.” 

The notice also encourages 
professors to “alter policies to en- 
sure that there are no academic 
consequences for staying home 
while sick,” such as allowing stu- 
dents to make exams up at a later 
date and finding ways to get them 
assignments. 

“I think if students are told 
that professors would be more 





“It would be kind of crazy to ask 
every person who actually has gotten 
the flu to get all that paperwork.” 


- Jovani Pena 
Computer science major 





understanding of not coming 
in, then I feel like they would be 
more honest and not take advan- 
tage,” pre-nursing major Mary 
Moala said. © 

To ensure that students don’t 
take advantage of this, SHCS is 
highly encouraging professors 
and students to be in constant 


communication by phone or 
email during an absence. 

The notice highlighted that 
“this year’s flu vaccine is a poor 
match between the vaccines and 
the viruses in circulation which 
makes it less effective in prevent- 
ing the flu.” 

While the vaccine this year is 


less effective at preventing the flu, 
getting it may lower your chances 
of contracting the virus and may 
lead to less severe symptoms if 
one is infected. 

According to the San Francis- 
co Chronicle, 74 people in Cali- 
fornia have died this year from 
the flu — five times the number 
of deaths as this time last year. 

Faculty are being advised to 
bring tissues and hand sanitizers 
to class to help prevent spreading 
the flu and to advise students to 
get the flu shot, which is available 
for free at the SHCS office in The 
WELL. 
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Angel Guerrero 
@AngelGuerrerooo 


The Big Sky Conference has 
been anything but kind to the 
Sacramento State men’s and 
women’s basketball teams. 

Both programs have combined 
for a 3-11 start in conference play 
and have 11 games left in the sea- 
son to turn their fortunes around 
before the Big Sky ‘Tournament in 
early March. 

The Sac State men’s team (5- 
15, 2-5 Big Sky) — which lost six 
straight preseason games earlier 
in the season for the program’s 
worst stretch since a nine-game 
losing streak in 2011 — is cur- 
rently on a_ two-game losing 
streak. This has helped lead the 
Hornets to the second-worst con- 
ference record in the Big Sky, in 
front of only a winless Northern 
Arizona squad. 

“T think we could be in a better 
position, but I think the main goal 
is the (Big Sky) Tournament,” 
sophomore guard Izayah Maurio- 
hooho-Le’afa said. “As long as we 
get better every game from now 
until the tournament, then I think 
we have done a good job. 

“Once the tournament hits, I 
think we should be ready to fight.” 

So far, the Hornets’ best 
chance of an effective attack has 
been through the play of senior 
forward Justin Strings. In Sac 
State’s only two conference vic- 
tories, Strings — who leads the 
team with 17.9 points and 7.7 
rebounds per game — posted a 
career-high 34 points in a 80-75 
win over Portland State and 31 
points in a 87-68 triumph against 
Montana State. 

However, sophomore forward 
Joshua Patton — who is averag- 
ing 9.8 points and 4.7 rebounds 
per contest — recognizes that the 
team will need contributions from 
every starter and reserve player 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Basketball programs struggle in Big Sky 


HORNETS COMBINE FOR A 3-11 RECORD IN FIRST 14 GAMES OF CONFERENCE COMPETITION 
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Sacramento State senior forward Justin Strings shoots the ball over UC Davis junior forward Garrison Goode on Tuesday, Nov. 21 at the Golden 1 
Center. Strings posted 17 points, 12 rebounds and 10 turnovers in a 64-47 loss against the Aggies. 


on the squad. 

“We are going to need every- 
body throughout the season,” 
Patton said. “Those guys coming 
off the bench (need to bring) a lot 
energy, scoring, rebounding, play- 
ing good defense, (and) we have to 
be as strong as our weakest guy. 
Everyone has to do there job.” 

Meanwhile, the Sac State 
women’s team (3-15, 1-6 Big Sky) 
has struggled in its line of work 
on the hardwood and is current- 
ly going through a five-game los- 
ing streak. ‘This skid, which is the 
program’s worst since a five-game 
losing streak in 2015, has led the 
Hornets to their worst start in 
Big Sky play during coach Bunky 
Harkleroad’s five seasons at Sac 


State. 

“We’ve sucked the last three 
of four games,” Harkleroad said 
in regard to the team’s inability 
to put points on the scoreboard. 
“We are 10 of our last 70 from 
3-point land. It’s been very frus- 
trating — we have got to get in 
and work on it.” 

The Hornets, which are tied 
for last place in the Big Sky with 
Northern Arizona, 
from the No. | scoring offense 
(82.4 points per game) in the 
conference last season to the No. 
6 team (69.3 points per contest) 
this year. Also, despite lowering 
their points allowed per game to- 
tal from 87.2 last year to 82.4 this 
season, the Hornets still remain 


have went 


the last place Big Sky team in 
scoring defense. 

“We have heart,” senior guard 
Maranne Johnson said about her 
team’s performance this year. “I 
feel like each game, we build on 
that a lot more (and) we’ve played 
together really well. ‘he shots 
just aren’t falling. Defensively, we 
need to just keep putting pressure 
on (the opposing) team.” 

Despite the lack of victories in 
the win column, sophomore for- 
ward Kennedy Nicholas —- who 
is tied for second place on the 
team with 6.1 rebounds per game 
— said she’s seen an incline in 
the Hornets’ performances since 
their 101-70 loss to Kentucky at 
the beginning of the season. 


“You can tell from the begin- 
ning of the season when we went 
to Kentucky (to) now playing Ida- 
ho State at home, our improve- 
ment on the court as a team has 
improved so much. We are right 
there. 

“We’ve had so many injuries 
and inconsistencies throughout 
our team, and we haven’t backed 
down yet.” 

The Sac State basketball pro- 
grams will next play the Portland 
State Vikings at 1:05 p.m. on 
Saturday with the men’s team at 
Portland State and the women at 
the Nest in Sacramento. 

Additional reporting by Thomas 
Frey 
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Friend fits right in with up-tempo offense 


Despite multiple moves, sophomore quard still lives on the basketball court 


Thomas Frey 
@ThomaskreyRP 





On a hot summer day as a 
14-year-old in New York, Han- 
nah Friend prepared to head to 
the YMCA for another day of 
basketball. 

Friend, who is currently a 
sophomore guard for the Sacra- 
mento State women’s basketball 
team, described her definition of 
another day of basketball as dif- 
ferent from almost everyone else’s. 

“My mom would be so mad 
because she would have to bring 
me meals there the entire day be- 
cause | would stay until it closed,” 
Friend said. 

For about five years, Friend 
would spend nearly every free 
minute she had playing basketball. 
On school days, she would head 
to the YMCA right after school 
and stay for about five hours. 
On the weekends and during the 
summer, she estimates that she 
would spend 8 to 10 hours a day 
at the gym playing pickup games. 

By playing so: much, she was 
able to mostly play games against 
men who were bigger, faster, 
stronger and older then she was. 
By doing so, she became a tough- 
nosed defender who could drive 
to the rim with ease when she 
starting playing in high school 
against girls her age. 

By the time Friend’s high 
school career ended, she had 
scored 1,968 career points and 
was named first-team all-state in 
Connecticut. 

Friend moved eight different 
times growing up and even lived 
in England. She said that one 
constant in all of the moves was 
that she could always find a place 
to play basketball. 

While Friend was a great bas- 
ketball player, she also excelled as 
a nationally ranked high school 
tennis player, a state-champion 





track and field athlete and as an 
exceptional student. She received 
Division I scholarship offers for 
all three sports that she played but 
ultimately decided to play colle- 
giate basketball at the University 
of Delaware. 

Despite bigger 
schools, Friend decided on Dela- 


offers from 
ware because she could play im- 
mediately. As a freshman, she av- 
eraged about 13 minutes a game 
and it looked like she would have 
a much bigger role as a sopho- 
more after her minutes rose each 
game. 

But Friend decided Delaware’s 
system wasn’t a good fit for her. 

“It just wasn’t the style I 
wanted,” Friend said. “They run 
out the shot clock, and it’s one 
shot every 30 seconds and no 
fastbreaks.” 

That season, Delaware was 
288th in the nation in scoring per 
game and took just 4.5 3-point 
shots per game. In comparison, 
Sac State was second in scoring 
and led the nation by taking an 
average of 12.5. 3-pointers per 
game that year. 

Friend wanted to be a part of 
the fast-paced offensive engine 
at Sac State and reached out 
to Hornets head coach Bunky 
Harkleroad. 

“She did some research on 
us; we did some research on her, 
and we brought her in for a visit,” 
Harkleroad said. “We decided it 
was a good fit.” 

Friend said that on her recruit- 
ing visit, she played against then 
senior Fantasia Hilliard — who 
ranks fourth all-time in scoring at 
Sac State — in about 15 games 
of one-on-one and was offered a 
scholarship based on her perfor- 
mance in those battles. 

Instead of playing her sopho- 
more year at Delaware, she had to 
take a mandatory redshirt year for 
transferring to Sac State. Friend 
ran plays and played lockdown 





Photo courtesy of Bob Solorio/Sac State Athletics 


After playing her first season at the University of Delaware, Sacramento State sophomore guard Hannah Friend 
is leading the team with 17.3 points per game in her first year with the Hornets. 


———__r_r—r————————— 


“Hannah has some tools that not Eva yoos has. She is capable of scor- 


ing near the rim, she is capable of knoc 


ing down shots and she can also 


e a very good defender. | think her best basketball is ahead of her.” 


- Bunky Harkleroad 


Sacramento State women’s basketball coach 


—_—_—_—_—_————- ers: — er asaaxX 


defense in practice, but when it 
came time for games, she couldn’t 
suit up. 

“It was one of the most frus- 
trating times of my life,” Friend 
said. “It was really hard to know 
that you’re working hard in prac- 
tice and then you aren’t going to 
get rewarded in the game.” 

That changed this season. 
For the first time as a redshirt 
sophomore, she suited up for the 
Hornets. 

By playing against men for 
hours almost everyday as a teen- 
ager, the now 6-foot-tall guard has 
been able to pound with bigger 
women down low and leads the 


team in rebounds. Her toughness 
also shows as she drives through 
the lane without fear and leads 
the team in free throw attempts 
per game. 

Friend can also shoot, some- 
times from about seven-feet be- 
yond the 3-point line. Her shoot- 
ing depth requires the defense 
to guard her the entire game. If 
she has space, she will shoot, and 
if she is guarded closely, she will 
drive and either score or pickup 
the foul — sometimes both. 

‘This season, Friend has led the 
Hornets in scoring per game and 
has scored at least 20 points, sev- 
en different times. This includes.a 


34-point performance in a 99- 
72 win against UC Riverside on 
Nov. 26 where she knocked down 
five 3-pointers and took 16 free 
throws. 

“Hannah has some tools that 
not everyone has,” Harkleroad 
said. “She is capable of scoring 
near the rim, she is capable of 
knocking down shots and she can 
also be a very good defender. I 
think her best basketball is ahead 
of her.” 

All this, and she still has two 
more seasons of eligibility remain- 
ing after this one at Sac State. 
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Injuries headline Sac State’s season 


Soliwoda sisters’ return in third meet helps Hornets set highest score of the year 


Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 





Though three meets this sea- 
son, the Sacramento State gym- 
nastics team hasn’t gotten off to 
the start that it visualized due in 
large part to the injuries of se- 
niors Lauren Rice, Caitlin Soli- 
woda and Courtney Soliwoda. 

All three qualified for the 
NCAA Regionals as juniors and 
headed into their senior seasons 
looking to build off the success 
they obtained a year ago. 

Then the injury bug hit. 

Courtney has suffered injuries 
since high school and that has 
caused her to never compete in 
the floor event at the collegiate 
level. While floor is by far the 
most glamourous and popular 
event, it also is the hardest routine 
on your body. Courtney, who has 
had multiple knee issues, said she 
has sat out of the floor event for 
precisely those reasons. 

A month before the season 
started, it was reported by The 
State Hornet that she tore her 
Achilles and her gymnastics sea- 
son and career looked like they 
were in jeopardy. Sac State coach 
Randy Solorio said it would be 
unlikely that she would partici- 
pate in the first meet of the sea- 
son, the NorCal Classic at Stan- 
ford on Jan. 8. 

Courtney then defied the odds. 
While she couldn’t compete on 
floor as she intended, she was able 
to compete on the balance beam 
and posted a 9.800. 

“It was incredible,” Solor- 
io said after the NorCal Clas- 
sic. “Iwo weeks ago, she wasn’t 
walking, she was in a boot and in 
crutches, and she is slowly making 
her way back.” 

Her twin sister, Caitlin, was set 
to compete in the NorCal Classic 
in all four events as an all-around- 
er, but on her first event, she in- 
jured her heels after competing 
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Sacramento State senior gymnast Lauren Rice performs her balance beam routine in a 195.350-191.500 loss to the University of Washington on 
Friday, Jan. 12 at the Nest. Rice was helped off the floor after suffering an ankle injury during her floor event. 


in the uneven bars. She then 
competed in the next event and 
scored the second highest score 
on the team with a 9.700 on 
beam, before sitting out the rest 
of the meet. 

Caitlin didn’t practice at all the 
rest of the week and was prepared 
to compete on just bars against 
Washington four days later, but 
was scratched at the last minute. 

“We thought her heels would 
be a little better because we laid 
off of them all week, but they were 
still too tender,” Solorio said after 
the meet against Washington. 

Solorio said that at this point 
in their gymnastics careers, they 
have done the routines so many 
times that the rest can be more 
important than the practice. 

The Hornets nearly finished 
the Washington meet injury free, 


but in the final pass of the final 
routine in the final event, Rice 
landed strangely on her ankle 
with about 10 seconds to go in 
her floor routine. She went down 
immediately, having to be helped 
off the floor by coaches and 
teammates. 

Rice then missed the meet 
against Utah State on Jan. 19, but 
she isn’t expected to miss the en- 
tire season, according to a source 
close to the team. 

Last season, Sac State scored 
above 193 in every meet, but its 
scores dropped to 192.875 and 
191.500 in each of the first two 
meets this year. 

“We need to work hard and 
push past injuries because the 
season just started,” junior Jackie 
Sampson said. 


The Hornets accomplished 


that and eclipsed the 193 barrier 
Friday by scoring a 193.275 in the 
third meet of the season at Utah 
State. 

While Rice missed the meet 
and didn’t travel, the Soliwoda 
sisters each came through with 
big scores to help the Hornets 
record their best score of the 
season. Caitlin was the second 
leading all-arounder in the entire 
meet with a score of 38.975 and 
recorded three scores at 9.700 or 
above, including a 9.825 in her 
first floor routine of the season. 

Courtney participated in vault 
for the first time this season and 
recorded scores above 9.700 on 
beams and bars. 

“Tt felt great to be back in three 
events,” Courtney said. “Three 
events down, one more to go. I’m 
not giving up on competing all- 


around anytime soon.” 

However, the Hornets still 
lack the big score that Rice used 
to bring every meet. She has a 
career high of 39.350 in the all- 
around and Sac State has had to 
rely on many different gymnasts 
to fill in the holes left by injuries. 

Senior Annie Juarez, who has 
had past injury issues, Sampson 
and freshman Jordyn Brent have 
shown they are capable of put- 
ting in those high scores, but the 
team has had at least two people 
fall on several events this season. 
Rice has a history of not falling 
and when she returns, the team 
will have some depth with Juarez, 
Sampson, Brent and others doing 
more routines. 

For now, Sac State will next 
head to San Jose State on Friday 
at 7 p.m. 
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Sacramento State junior Mikus Losbergs backhands the ball during a singles match against Cal Poly on Sunday, Jan. 21 at the Sacramento State Courts. The Hornets fell to Cal Poly 7-0 
for their second straight loss of the season. 





Hornets winless through first 2 games 


Men’s tennis team enters new season with familiar assistant coach at the helm 


Alex Daniels 
@DanielsAlex_ 





Coming off a semifinal loss to 
Idaho in the Big Sky Conference 
‘Tournament last year, the Sacra- 
mento State men’s tennis team is 
excited for the possibilities of this 
season with a new head coach. 

The Hornets are projected to 
finish third this season in the Big 
Sky, which is the same finish they 
had last year. Sac State amassed 
98 points in the preseason poll 
and is behind Northern Arizona 
with 111 points and Idaho with 
117 points. 

This season, the Hornets will 


have.a new head coach in long- 
time assistant Kevin Kurtz after 
12-year head coach Vyacheslav 
“Slava” Konikov resigned to 
coach professionally, according to 
Kurtz. 

Sac State started its season 
with an away loss to Saint Mary’s 
4-3 on Friday and a home loss to 
Cal Poly 7-0 on Sunday. Despite 
these two early losses, Kurtz said 
that this will help his team to 
long-term success this year. 

“The cool thing is that none of 
(these games) are Big Sky games, 
so it doesn’t matter too much,” 
Kurtz said. “That’s why we have 
a somewhat hard schedule in the 
beginning to get used to things 


and get ready for the Big Sky.” 
Senior Kasparas Zemaitelis 
said that the struggles in the be- 
ginning of the season have always 
helped previous Sac State teams 
he’s been on dating back to 2015. 
“We always struggle in the 
beginning,” Zemaitelis said. “We 
always play really good teams (in 
the beginning). It (helps us) pre- 
pare for Big Sky matches.” 
Junior Mikus Losbergs injured 
his ankle during his singles match 
against Cal Poly, but he said he 
hopes to be ready for the next 
game in a few weeks. 
Despite the team’s lopsided 
score against Cal Poly, Losbergs 
said he saw a lot of progress 


against the Mustangs. 

“We played better than against 
Saint Mary’s,” Losbergs said. “It’s 
good to have a (difficult) schedule 
in the beginning (since it helps us 
prepare for the Big Sky).” 

‘The team’s two losses this sea- 
son have been described as “frus- 
trating” by Losbergs, but he said it 
has taught the team to be tougher. 

“It’s not like we (were losing) 
4-0 and everyone gave up,” Los- 
bergs said after the loss against 
Cal Poly. “The guys tried their 
best and it shows that it doesn’t 
matter what the score is. We want 
everyone to know that Sac State is 
a tough team, and we will always 
compete no matter.what.” 


Losbergs said that losing in the 
semifinals in last season’s Big Sky 
Tournament was also frustrating, 
but he said that irritation will help 
the team this season. Ne 

“Everyone is hungry to play 
conference again,” Losbergs said. 
“Now the first goal is to qualify for 
the conference tournament and 
see what happens in conference.” 

The Hornets will look to 
bounce back from their 0-2 pre- 
season start when they play the 
University of Minnesota in Min- 
neapolis on Feb. 2 in preparation 
for the first Big Sky game of the 
year on Feb. 3 against North Da- 
kota in Grand Forks. 
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Brian Chris Rogers to headline first Nooner of semester 


Local artist details his life and musical influences before performing the semester's first Nooner 


Khanlin Rodgers 
@Khanlibear 





Brian Chris Rogers is a lo- 
cal musician whose sound has 
evolved to become a hybrid of 
jazz and funk with influences 
from Prince, George Michael and 
Michael Jackson. 

His unique sounds have kept 
him heavily involved in Sacra- 
mento’s music scene for over a 
decade while also touring inter- 
nationally and further developing 
his talents. 

What all started on a clarinet 
in middle school has resulted in 
Rogers winning four Sammie 
Awards for his performances in 
funk and jazz, being inducted into 
the Sammie Hall of Fame, land- 
ing a gig playing a private party 
for comedian Chris ‘Tucker and 
even getting involved in helping 
artists in Nicaragua record their 
own music for the first time. 

Ironically, there was period of 
time when Rogers didn’t like mu- 
sic at all. 

“Well, I came onto the scene 
in 1983,” Rogers rhythmically 
recalled. 

Growing up in the ‘80s, his 
biggest inspirations were some 
of the artists that were featured 
on MTV far more often than the 
others. 

“That’s all I knew about music 
because my parents weren't into 
it, and honestly, George Michael 
and MJ were also just dope on 
screen.” 

As he got a little older, the 
channel’s focus shifted to different 
artists such as Def Leppard and 
Poison. 

“T wasn’t really into music any- 
more,” he said. “I think it was be- 
cause of the hair metal that MTV 
started to air at the time. Because 
it was on their station, I thought 
that genre was now synonymous 
with music. I thought ‘I don’t like 
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Brian Chris Rogers writes and practices a new song at Old Soul at The Weatherstone in midtown Sacramento. 
The cafe’s back patio is a frequent spot Rogers visits during his writing process. 


wasn’t for me.” 

Fortunately for him, his mom 
forced him to take lessons in sev- 
enth grade and re-explore his pas- 
sion for music. 

“J picked up the clarinet at 
first,” he said. “It was about as 
easy as it could get.” 

According to Rogers, he even- 
tually found himself drawn to 
the bass and learned from a man 
named Mike Kelly, a “badass 
blind bass guru” who taught him 
how to really feel the music. 

From there, he went on to lead 
three award-winning bands here 
in Sacramento and has shared the 
bill with No Doubt, The Killers 
and Snoop Dogg. — a 


In 2015, after his solo career 
had become his primary focus, 
he eventually got involved with A 
Real PURPOSE, a project spear- 
headed by some of his friends. 

“My friend Joe Baker had 
invited me to get involved with 
what was just a baby project at the 
time,” he said. 

The program had_ already 
gone to Haiti, Jamaica and north- 
ern Africa to provide recording 
equipment and backup for artists 
who wouldn’t normally have ac- 
cess to those. 

“We practically brought a 
whole studio with us,” he said. 
“T had to. perform a Bob Marley 


song for the airport security in 


Nicaragua because they didn’t be- 
lieve that all of my gear was just 
for music.” 

By the end of the 10-day trip, 
Rogers had helped 30 artists re- 
cord 67 songs. 

While he doesn’t have any sim- 
ilar trips planned at the moment, 
Rogers is preparing to release 
new music soon. 

“T don’t know if it'll be an al- 
bum or just music for videos, but 
I'll be definitely be recording a lot 
in the coming weeks” 

Brian Chris Rogers will be 
playing in the Redwood Room in 
The Union at Noon on Jan. 24. 
You can check out his music on 
his official website and on Spotify. 
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UNIQUE will be hosting a screening of Darryl Van Leer will be taking the stage at Sacra- Up-and-coming comedian Kabir Singh will 

“Wonder,” the film adaption of R,J. Palacio’s mento State in the one man performance “Power bring his high-energy, crowd pleasing humor to 

best-selling novel. ‘The screening will take place on Earth,” which follows the lives of Malcom X, his upcoming stand-up comedy performance. 

on Jan. 25 in the University Union ballroom Martin Luther King Jr. and Frederick Douglass. The performance will take place on Feb. 22 

from 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Admission 1s free. The performance will take place on Feb. | at 7:30 at in the University Union Redwood Room at 
p.m. in the University Union Redwood Room. 7:30 p.m. Admission is free. 


Admission is free. 
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THE FUNDING SPLIT BETWEEN THE CSU SYSTEM AND CALIFORNIA HURTS 


The continued disconnect be- 
tween the state of California and 
its largest public university system 
continues to cause the most dam- 
age to the one group that it is sup- 
posed to benefit: the students. 

The issue lies in a disagreement 
between the California State Uni- 
versity’s Board of ‘Trustees, which 
asked for $263 million more for 
the coming academic year, and 
Governor Jerry Brown, who 
came back offering $92.1 million 
instead. 

Brown’s offer would “barely” 
cover the money the CSU system 
is already on the hook for spend- 
ing next year, and the funding gap 
— the largest so far in the history 
of the CSU — comes from the 
system’s request for more money 
in order to expand enrollment and 
graduation initiatives. 

The CSU wants to expand en- 


rollment because they are awash 
with qualified applicants, 31,400 
of which were denied last aca- 
demic year. Think of that: an en- 
tire Sacramento State’s worth of 
worthy students, willing to bring 
money into the system, rejected 
because the system is ill equipped 
to take them. 

This further emphasizes the 
need for something (or anything) 
to be done to improve graduation 
rates. The faster students leave 
with degrees, the more new stu- 
dents can be accepted. 

Systemwide, only 21 percent of 
students are graduating in the old 
custom of four years. At Sac State, 
the four-year rate is 12 percent, 
and the two-year rate for transfer 
students is 32 percent. 

These numbers are all im- 
provements from 2015-16 to 
2016-17; the system and Sac State 


both credit this to varying gradua- 
tion initiatives, including the one- 
year-old Finish in Four program at 
Sac State. 

Prior to last year’s increase 
of $270, tuition rates had been 
frozen for almost half a decade. 
More troubling, the amount of 
state funding as a _ percentage 
of the CSU budget continues 
to drop, from 80 percent in the 
1990s to about half now, follow- 
ing a practical doubling in tuition 
during the recession. 

And as tuition rises, more and 
more students will work to subsi- 
dize the cost, making it more like- 
ly that they take less classes or fail 
the ones they do take, prolonging 
their stay at CSUs and taking a 
spot from incoming freshmen or 
juniors. 

The easiest way to improve 
the economic fortunes of the cit- 


izens of California is to offer them 
quality education and not make 
them go into deep debt doing so; 
this is what the CSUs did for the 
484.297 students enrolled last fall, 
and could do for even more stu- 
dents if they were able to accept 
all those qualified. 

As Sac State President Robert 
Nelsen noted in his Spring Ad- 
dress, California is predicted to 
be short over a million qualified 
workers with bachelor’s degrees 
by 2030; not investing in students 
now seems to be in direct oppo- 
sition to attempting to solve that 
problem. 

The legislature and governor’s 
office need to step in and put 
money on the line when it comes 
to higher education. With that, the 
CSU needs to make sure the mon- 
ey given is money used to benefit 
the students, directly more often 


STUDENTS MOST 


than indirectly. 

An state audit last year showed 
that the CSU employs too many 
administrators and has been giv- 
ing them raises at levels exceeding 
those of faculty and non-faculty 
support staff. 

The question has also been 
raised — including last semester 
by The State Hornet — why pub- 
lic universities spend gobs of mon- 
ey on athletics programs that do 
not make a profit, or even break 
even. 

The CSU needs to start think- 
ing of out-of-the-box ways to 
spend responsibly, with the timely 
success of students at the forefront 
of its mind at all times. The state 
of California needs to help, and 
treat the future workers of the 
most populous state in the country 
like a true priority. 
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Everything wrong with one guy's response to the Ansari story - 
Being an ally to women and #TimesUp means men have to listen and adapt 


Kameron Schmid 
@ KameronSchmid 





A friend of mine on Facebook 
recently posted a status about the 
#TimesUp movement and Aziz 
Ansari that pissed me and many 
other of his friends off. Pll call 
him Leonard. 
deleted 
this post, but I screenshotted that 


Leonard has _ since 
sucker the minute I saw it. 

Every single sentence served 
as an example of the problems 
that I personally have with some 
of my fellow men’s responses to 
the #TimesUp and #Meloo 
movements, particularly from 
those who can’t decide which side 
they’re on. 

So we'll go line by line on some 
of the worst. Go to statehor- 
net.com/opinion to read the 
full version of this story, includ- 
ing more dumb humdingers from 
Leonard. 

“This guy spent his enor- 
mous show biz capital being 
an ally to women and get- 
ting men to look at their own 
behaviors.” 

A classic “don’t bite the hand 
that feeds you.” Because Ansari 
was by all accounts a public fem- 
inist aligned with the #TimesUp 
movement, according to Leon- 
ard, any woman who then takes 
issue with what he does is suppos- 
edly endangering the legitimacy 


of the movement by scrutinizing 


a male ally. 


To give Ansari a pass — that 
is, to not criticize him for appar- 
ently being grossly forceful during 
a sexual encounter with a wom- 
an more than a decade younger 
than him — just because he wore 
a #TimesUp pin and has made 
pro-feminist career decisions in 
the past, would serve to negate 
the entire argument that those in 
the movement are trying to make. 

“If women are going to 
turn on people like Aziz be- 
cause of one anonymous 
source from an online blog,” 

Ansari was accused by 
“Grace,” a pseudonym used in 
the babe.com article, of roughly 
and grossly continuing to perform 
sexual acts on her during a date 
despite what she is quoted as call- 
ing strong “non-verbal cues” of 
her discomfort. 

In a statement, Ansari did not 
deny the accounts from Grace, 
saying in part that “everything 
did seem okay to me.” 

There is a clear disconnect be- 
tween Grace’s account and Ansa- 
ri’s, one often present when men 
claim to not have been aware of 
the context to their actions. A lot 
has been said on who to believe 
in these situations; for decades, 
accusations against C.K. were 
mostly doubted, while never quite 
going away. Eventually, C.K. ad- 
mitted they were true. 

It remains the most logical 
conclusion to me that false ac- 
cusations of sexual misconduct 
for purposes like money, legal re- 
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venge or public embarrassment 
are mostly a myth, with few out- 
liers. So, I believe Grace. 

Many people, including men 
and women, have publicly de- 
fended Ansari, saying he does not 
deserve to be shamed for what 
has been repeatedly called a “bad 
date.” 

This only shows how deeply 
ingrained we as a society have ac- 
cepted the idea that women can 
be essentially used by men for 
self-satisfaction, sexual or other- 
wise. Instead of considering what 
Ansari should have done differ- 
ently, we are told what Grace 
should have done to prevent him. 

Any sex that is not affirmative- 
ly consensual between any and all 
parties is wrong. ‘he overwhelm- 
ing majority of nonconsensual 
sex stems from men coercing or 
forcing women into having sex 
with them. 

To argue consensual sex as a 
law rather than a moral imper- 
ative is to send the message that 
we don’t actually care to protect 
women from being harassed, as- 
saulted or even raped; we just 
care that men aren’t punished for 
something more severe than what 
they did. 

The laws are unclear, and like- 
ly always will be. Consent laws 
vary from state to state and will 
never be able to protect a woman 
(or man) from sexual assault in the 
most important moment: when it 
is occuring. That is why making 
affirmative consent the cultural 





Tyler Ross/Flickr CC BY 2.0 


Most of the commentary surrounding the babe.com article about Aziz 
Ansari focuses on legality, and not what was actually right or wrong. 


standard is one of the most im- 
portant parts of this conversation. 

The idea that Ansari, a man in 
his 30s who made his own show 
almost exclusively about dating 
and relationships, as well as liter- 
ally wrote a book about modern 
romance, could somehow not re- 
alize that the person he is forceful- 
ly trying to have sex with doesn’t 
want to have sex with him, seems 
implausible. 

“You’re going to be push- 
ing a lot of guys back into 
the shadows who would have 
otherwise supported your 
movement.” 

Ansari has not been charged 
with any crime, met with any 
lawsuit or even been fired from 
his show “Master of None” on 
Netflix. 





He has been widely and de- 
servedly criticized for what Grace 
said he did and what he did not 
outright deny. 

For Leonard, or anyone who 
claims to be an ally of women in 
their fight for a more equal soci- 
ety, to threaten to withhold his 
support on his terms only shows 
he wasn’t a real ally in the first 
place, and that he wasn’t willing 
to listen to the many women who 
came forward with the same kind 
of story, but with many different 
men. 

If any man wants to help make 
the world a better place for wom- 
en, his number one duty is to lis- 
ten to what they say and take it 
as truth. All the Leonards in the 
world need to start. 


Now that you've heard our opinion, let us know what you think! Send letters 
to the editor to editor@statehornet.com or submit them in-person at Del Norte 
Hall, room 1006. Letters must be signed and may be edited for length and 
clarity. Use the hashtag #SacStateSays to weigh in on social media! 
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